GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
for twenty-four hours or more, the must is left for the sweetness
to ferment out of it. When the desired strength is reached, it is
poured into huge casks, already one-sixth full of raw brandy. A
few months later, it is taken down by ox-cart or river boat to the
wine lodges at Vila Nova de Gaia, where time and treatment change
the thick cloudy liquid into the ruby or tawny wine that we like
so well ".14
Oporto was never destroyed by an earthquake. The Moors
visited it in the eighth century, but they never remained either in
great force or for long. The city grew up with Portugal, quietly,
on the whole, after a stormy feud between Crown and Church,
going (as it were) from the ruby of adolescence to a tawny old age,
acquiring in the process a " bouquet" as distinctive as that of the
wine which has made Oporto world famous. The bouquet of
Oporto is one of sturdy independence, and although it has never
been the capital of Portugal, the city, in some respects, is the home
of the nation. Chartism appeared in Portugal first in Oporto.
It is the birthplace of Socialism in Portugal, and just as Oporto
represented the spearhead of Portuguese nationalism in the dark
days of the Napoleonic Wars, so it reacted against the laissez-faire
monarchy of Dom Carlos, the last but one of the Braganzas.
As we know, Oporto is the centre of the port wine trade, but it
produces other things as well : linen, silk, cotton and woollen
fabrics and cloth of gold, for example. Oporto makes silk and
cotton hosiery, lace, buttons, gold and silver wire, cutlery and
hardware, pottery, glass; leather and paper, tobacco and soap.
The great wine industry, with its ramifications and various pro-
cesses of growing, grafting, harvesting, piping, coopering, maturing
and shipping, dates from the seventeenth century ; but merchants
from Oporto, Gaia, Viana do Castello and elsewhere along the
northern coast were in Britain as early as 1203, travelling under
" safe-conducts " against pirates and bartering wines, salt, dried
fruits and oil in exchange for cloth and luxury wares. And some
idea of the age of the city and its deep roots in the history of the
Peninsula may be gathered from the fact that as early as the
'seventies of the fourteenth century a Portuguese king thought
it advisable to equip Oporto with brand new walls.
Oporto has matured gracefully, and seen from the left bank of
the Douro, it is in appearance much as it was when Wellington
forced the passage of the river and evicted the French in 1809.
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